
Diving Deeper: A Gather Group Discussion Guide 
or Personal Study Guide 

Introduction: Paul continues the mission of proclaiming the gospel. He now has three other partners in ministry: Silas, 
Timothy, and Luke. They seek to go to Asia Minor to plant new churches but are prevented by the Spirit to go that direction. 
Instead, the Lord opens a door for them to take the gospel to Europe.

Text: Acts 16 

Discussion:
1. Icebreaker: When have you ever had your plans change due to a closed door? How did you respond and what 

happened next?
2. Paul continued to seek ways to minister even when the door closed. He did not push through the closed door but 

waited on the Lord for the next open door. How is this a good example to follow in our life when we are trying to discern 
God’s will for our life?

3. Lydia is a wealthy woman who is a god-fearing lady. By the standards of the outside world, she seems to have it “all 
together.” She is a moral lady, a wealthy lady, and an influential lady. However, she is still a lady who has not trusted in 
Jesus. Do you think that the people who appear to have it “all together” are sometimes looked over by Christians? Do 
you feel that we discriminate against the wealthy? Those who may be god-fearing moral men and women who 
contribute to society are still lost without Christ. Who do you know that is a good citizen but not a citizen of heaven? 
How will you share the gospel with them?

4. How do we see the sovereignty of God in Lydia’s conversion? 
5. The woman who was demon possessed is an example of someone who is exploited and used for selfish gain. Why 

were the men so upset when Paul cast out the demon? People still try to use and abuse others for their own gain. 
Drugs is a perfect example of how people exploit one another. Why is it important to see this as demonic and to never 
allow someone to manipulate your life?

6. What did Paul and Silas do at the midnight hour while in prison?
7. Who was listening to Paul and Silas pray and praise? It is important to respond to life’s circumstances in a godly way. 

People are watching how you handle adversity, trials, and struggles. Do you find yourself grumbling and complaining 
when you face difficulty? What do others notice about you when you go through hardships?

8. What happened when God opened the prison doors? What was the result of this miracle?
9. The guard asked the most important question one could ever ask.  How did Paul answer his question?  

Think About it:
The power of God is realized when he “opens” the way. God opened the door to Europe. God opened Lydia’s heart to 
respond to the gospel. God opened the doors to the prison gate. Throughout Acts 16, God opens opportunities for his 
grace and power to be revealed. May we look for the open doors and walk in obedience for his glory!

Moving Forward: 
Take time to pray and praise God every morning before you start your day. Ask the Lord to make you aware of the 
opportunities that he opens before you. Be ready to talk to others about the good news of Jesus and invite them to church. 
If you are going through a hard and difficult time, seek the Lord and continue to give him praise. Realize that there will be 
others watching you this week and seek to live a life that reflects the grace of God.
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