Pastor Grant // Acts 2:42-47 // October 8, 2017

Diving Deeper: A Gather Group discussion guide
or personal devotional guide

Serve Like You Mean It!
Introduction: You can read books upon books about leadership. There are conferences by the hundreds to discuss on
how to achieve your dream. The pursuit in America is to make it to the top and be recognized as the best. Jesus had a
different idea than our culture. He had a servanthood mentality.

Text: Matthew 20:17-28 & Acts 2:42-27
Discussion:
1. Icebreaker: Who in your life modeled what it meant to serve others?
2. Read Acts 2:42-47. How did the early church serve one another? How did that impact non-believers?
3. Read Matthew 20:17-28. What does Jesus say about leadership? How does this opposite of what we hear in today’s
culture?
4. Read Luke 9:23-24. Why must we deny ourself if we are to follow Jesus? How do you deny yourself . . .what does that
look like for your life?
5. Read Philippians 2:3-8. The first part of this verse speaks of our motive. How does your motives impact your actions?
6. How can you count others more significant than yourself? What would that look like in your marriage, work place,
school?
7. We are to not only look after our own interest, but the interest of others. Who are the people in your life that you could
bless? How can you serve them? What can you do to help them?
8. The Lord has blessed us all with various gifts. The Holy Spirit gives gifts to believers for the greater good of the body
of Christ. Read 1 Cor. 12:12-21. What does this passage teach about serving?
9. Why is it important for sports teams to have the right people playing the right position? What happens when you do not
have the right skill players playing in the right position? How does this relate to the church? Why is it important to
serve in an area that you are gifted to serve?
10. A team that works together and is supportive of everyone and looks after the team rather than the individual is a
healthy team. Teams that fight, bicker, and are jealous have constant issues. Why is it important to look for the greater
good of the church rather than your own individual agenda?
11. Read Eph. 4:11-12. What is one of the functions of the leadership within the church? Why is it important to have
pastors who can equip believers to accomplish the work of the ministry?

Think About it:
The church is the greatest team you could ever be a part of!! The Lord has gifted believers to carry out the mission of the
gospel. We are the hands and feet of Jesus. When the body is healthy—the church grows. When you play on a sports
team it’s fun to win! When you are involved in a church . . . it’s fun to see people come to know Jesus and grow in Him.
The church has many ways that it serves and reaches out to the community. It takes everyone doing their part to
accomplish God’s work. No one individual can do it all! It also takes team work. We have to have the greater good of the
church in our hearts more than our own personal agendas. When that happens——we win!

Moving Forward:
Look for ways to serve others this week. Think of someone that you can help. Put someone else’s interest above your
own. Make sure that you are a healthy church member who faithfully serves in your area of giftedness and make sure that
your motive is to expand His kingdom and not your kingdom.

