
Diving Deeper: A Gather Group Discussion Guide 
or Personal Study Guide 

Introduction:  The Holy Spirit leads Paul to return to Jerusalem and lets him know that hardship awaits. The Spirit is also 
impressing on the hearts of believers the reality of the difficulties that Paul will face. They beg him not to go to Jerusalem, 
but Paul is compelled to go. He is ready and willing to suffer for the cause of Christ.

Text: Acts 20:1-16 

Discussion:
1. Icebreaker: When have you faced a situation that you knew was going to be difficult, but you did it anyway? What were 

the circumstances and what was the outcome?
2. While Paul and his companions are traveling back to Jerusalem they are always seeking out fellow believers to stay 

with. What does this say about Christian love and hospitality for other believers? What does this say about Paul’s love 
for the church and their love for him? Why is it important that we support and help other believers and those who serve 
in ministry?

3. Read Acts 20:22-23, Acts 21:4,11. Did the Holy Spirt reveal the same truth? How did Paul react to the news and how 
did the believers react?  

4. Why did the believers not want Paul to go to Jerusalem? Why do we try to intervene in people’s lives when we know 
they are going through or about to go through troubled waters?

5. What is the danger in trying to tell people what they should or should not do for the Lord?
6. Why was Paul so willing and ready to go to Jerusalem even if it meant death?
7. How does Luke 7:36-49 relate to Paul’s expression of devotion to the Lord?
8. Do you agree that those who understand the depth of their sin the greatest will welcome the grace of God the most and 

express their devotion the deepest?  Why or why not?
9. Read Romans 12:1. How can you live this out?
10. Evaluate your heart and devotion to the Lord. How ready and willing are you to follow Jesus wherever he leads? What 

would you not be willing to do for the Lord?

Think About it:
The Lord has been so good to us. He loved us when we were unloveable. He gave his Son to take our place so that we 
might be forgiven from our sin. It is due to the grace of God that we have hope and a future and the promise of eternal life 
with Him. There should be nothing that we would not do for the glory of God and the cause of the gospel. May we be ready 
and willing to do all that He leads us to do.

Moving Forward: 
Be ready and willing to follow Jesus with complete surrender. Allow him to use you in every circumstance and situation. 
Seek the Lord in prayer and Bible study every day. Listen to the Holy Spirit and follow His lead. Truly evaluate your heart 
and dedication to the Lord and submit your plans and future to the hand of God.
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