
Diving Deeper: A Gather Group discussion 
guide 

Introduction:  The church continued to increase and more and more people were coming to faith in Jesus.  Possibly up 
to five years has passed since Pentecost and the church is continuing to make impact in Jerusalem.  The church 
encounters her first potential conflict within the body of Christ. 

Text: Acts 6:1-7 

Discussion:
1. Icebreaker: When have you ever been in a situation where conflict arose?  How was it handled and what was the 

result?
2. Why is a growing number of conversions one sign of a healthy church?
3. Church growth often brings “growing pains.”  There will be problems arise as the church continues to reach more and 

more people.  What are some of the potential problems that a growing church faces?
4. What was the concern that arose in the church in Acts 6?
5. How could this become a potentially culturally and divisive issue?
6. The apostles recognized the legitimacy of the ministry concern.  Why is it important to evaluate the legitimacy of a 

complaint before brining the entire church together for a resolution?  When have you had someone attempt to make a 
trivial, personal, or non-essential issue a legitimate concern?  What is the danger in complaining about personal 
agendas?

7. The apostles recognized the need to care for the Greek speaking widows.  However, they placed the preaching of the 
gospel as their focus of ministry.  Why is it important that the church place the first priority in the preaching and 
teaching of the gospel?

8. How did they solve the ministry concern?
9. What spiritual qualifications were laid out for those who served in the church? 
10. Evaluate your walk with Christ.  Does your life measure up to the qualifications of the seven who served?
11. What is the wisdom in empowering others to serve?
12. What does it mean to be full of the Spirit?  
13. What was the outcome of their organization structure?  How can we use this example as the motivation in our 

organization of ministry?  
 
Think About it: 

The church addressed a legitimate ministry concern with grace and wisdom. They organized so that they might mobilize 
the gospel and maximize the impact.  The church must always make the gospel message front and center while also 
carrying out compassion ministry.  Those called to preach—must preach.  Those gifted to serve—must serve.  In all 
manners of service we need men and women who are followers of Jesus who faithfully walk in step with the Spirit.

Moving Forward: 
Pray for your pastors to continually be focused on prayer and the preaching of God’s word.  Pray for the lost to be saved.  
Evaluate where you stand in your walk with Christ.  Are you full of the Holy Spirit, wisdom, and faithfulness?  Seek to be a 
church member that helps the church stay focused on the mission of reaching the lost.  
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Organize to Mobilize and Maximize 


