
Diving Deeper: A Gather Group Discussion Guide 
or Personal Study Guide 

Introduction: Paul and Barnabas begin preparing for a second missionary journey as they make plans to go back and 
visit the believers in all the towns where they preached the word of the Lord. Barnabas wanted to take John Mark with 
them who departed them in the middle of their first missionary journey. A sharp disagreement arose, Paul and Barnabas 
decided to part ways. Despite their separation, God continued to use each of them to move the Gospel forward. 

Text: Acts 15:36-41 

Discussion:
1. Icebreaker: When have you witnessed conflict in your life and how has God used it to advance the Gospel?
2. What does the Great Commission ask us to do?
3. Both Paul and Barnabas were adamant about their position with John Mark. From their personal vantage point did both 

of them have a legitimate concern? Why or why not?
4. When Paul and Barnabas separated, who did each of them chose to travel with them and where did they go?
5. How did the gospel advance after Paul and Barnabas separated?
6. Read 1 Cor. 9:6. After years had passed how did Paul describe Barnabas? Why is that important?
7. About 15 years later who was there to support Paul when he was imprisoned in Rome?
8. Read 2 Tim. 4:11  At the end of Paul’s life how was his relationship with John Mark? How can we all learn from this 

example?
9. What are you doing to advance the gospel? 

Think About it:
We are all human and conflict happens, “It Just Happens”. How are your relationships with others around you? Is there any 
conflicts that are hindering you from sharing the gospel. How will you take advantage of opportunities to move the gospel 
forward?

Moving Forward: 
Live this week with this thought:  How will I bring glory to God today?  You may need to do it hour by hour.  When you go to 
work—“How will I bring honor to God?”  When you go the grocery store, coach the little league team, etc.  Our aim in life 
should be to give God His full respect, credit, honor, and glory!
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