Pastor Grant // Acts 2:42-47 // October 29, 2017

Diving Deeper: A Gather Group discussion guide
or personal devotional guide

Like You Mean It!
Introduction: The church was such an attractive community that the Lord was adding to their number day by day those
who were being saved. The love, fellowship, and genuine faith was evident in the early church. It was a welcoming and
inviting place. The faith of the early believers was genuine and authentic. The Lord was moving among them in such a way
that those who observed the behavior of the early church wanted to be part of the movement.

Text: Acts 2:42-27
Discussion:
1. Icebreaker: Have you ever wanted to join a group? Why did you want to be part of that particular group of people?
2. Read Acts 2:42-47 Underline in your bible where you see the following seven expressions of faith being exercised by
the early church: belong (fellowship), worship, learn, pray, serve, invite, give.
3. What does it mean to be devoted to something? What are the characteristics of devotion? Why is it important to be
devoted to our faith?
4. What was the apostle’s teaching? Where do we get our instruction for learning? Why is the Bible the center of all of
our instruction?
5. The early church had a new way to worship . . .they would now worship Jesus as Lord. This broke from the Jewish
faith and went against the Roman way of worship. Why is the worship of Jesus at the heart and center of Christian
worship?
6. They were devoted to the fellowship. They loved and cared for one another. Why is it important for every church to be
a place where the members love, care for, encourage, etc one another? Why is it so damaging to a lost world when
Christians criticize each other, talk about each other etc. . . what message does that send?
7. They were a praying people. Why must you spend quality time in prayer to God? Why is it not enough to just count
your meal time prayers as your quality prayer time?
8. They also served one another. They were willing to help one another in any way they could. They put the needs of
others ahead of their own. Why is it important to have a servanthood mentality in the life of the believer?
9. They were a giving church. They sold what they had to make sure that everyone had what they needed. The spirit of a
believer is one of generosity. Why should Christians be generous givers?
10. The Lord added to their number day by day those who were being saved. They welcomed people. They were an
inviting group. Why must a church always desire for new people to join? What are the dangers when a church stops
welcoming guest?

Think About it:
We all have probably played on a team when the coach has said, “Put your heart into it!” We all know what that means. It
means that we are not putting the effort in like we should. Often we approach our faith life with a spirit of complacency.
We don’t put our heart into it. We get bogged down with the stress of life and allow our faith to become weak. What if we
infused our faith in all that we did and lived our our faith, “LIKE YOU MEAN IT!”

Moving Forward:
Take time this week to evaluate where you are at in each of these seven areas of faithfulness. Be honest with where you
are at. Ask the Lord to give you new attitudes and begin to be devoted to Christ . . like you mean it?
Am I doing the following “LIKE I MEAN IT?” Belong—am I a faithful church member that encourages my church family?
worship—do I live a life pleasing to God and come to church with a heart of praise? Learn—am I reading and learning
from God’s word and come to church eager to hear from Him? Pray—Do I spend quality quiet time with God in prayer?
Serve—Do I have a servant’s heart? Give—Am I generous with my wealth? Invite—Do I welcome others and invite them
to Jesus and His church?

