Pastor Grant // Philemon 1-7 // November 5, 2017

Diving Deeper: A Gather Group discussion guide
or personal devotional guide

Thankful
Introduction: Letter writing is a special form of communication that is slowly fading away. What would be the next best
thing if you could not speak to someone? It would be to read a hand written letter from someone you loved. The Bible
gives us three very short letters that are written to individuals—they were personal. What a blessing it is to have these
letters in holy scripture. They are words that are not only important to the person receiving the letter, but also important to
us as well.

Text: Philemon 1-7
Discussion:
1. Icebreaker: What letters or cards do you have kept in a folder, or box somewhere? Why are they special to you?
2. Philemon 1—Paul is a prisoner under the Roman government, yet he identifies as a prisoner for Christ Jesus? Why is
that important to note? What does it tell you about the commitment of Paul?
3. Philemon 2—The letter was addressed to three individuals. How does Paul refer to Philemon? How does Paul refer to
Apphia? How does Paul refer to Archippus?
4. Many scholars believe that Philemon and Apphia were husband and wife and that Archippus was their son. If this is
true then we see a family that is devoted to Jesus and sharing the gospel. Why is it important for families to be
devoted to Christ in their homes as well as outside their homes? How can your family be a family filled with faith and
the gospel become front and center?
5. Philemon and his family were probably wealthy. They had a house big enough to host other believers to have church.
Most people did not have a home big enough to host other people. What does this say about the generosity of this
family? Why is it important to use the financial blessings of God for His kingdom’s work?
6. Philemon 3—This is a blessing to the believer; grace then peace. Why does Paul put grace before peace? How does
this demonstrate the gospel message?
7. How do you see the deity of Christ in verse 3?
8. Philemon 4—Paul was a man of prayer. When he though of Philemon, he gave thanks to God for him. Why is it
important to pray for others? Who are you thankful for in your life?
9. Philemon 5—Why was Paul thankful for Philemon? Who do you know that models the Christian life and is an
encouragement to you? Does your life reflect a life that has a deep faith and love for God and His people? Are others
encouraged by the way you live your life for Jesus?
10. Philemon 6—What does Paul pray for Philemon? Why is it important to pray for the ministry success of the godly
people in our life? Who can you pray for that God will continue to use and bless?
11. Philemon 7—Paul received joy and comfort knowing that Philemon was a blessing to so many people. How can you
be a believer that brings refreshing to others?

Think About it:
We have the opportunity every day to make a positive impact on others. We need to thank God for the people in our life
who model the faith and be people who also model the faith.

Moving Forward:
Thank God for the people in your life that had been a blessing to you. Write them a letter expressing your thankfulness to
them and what they mean to you. Let them know how their faith has been an encouragement to you and how you are
praying for them!

