
Diving Deeper: A Gather Group Discussion Guide 
or Personal Study Guide 

Introduction:  Paul continues to advance the gospel.  He has suffered greatly over the last several months.  He has 
experienced physical attacks, verbal assaults, and ran out of cities. He now arrives in one of the greatest cities of the 
Roman empire.  Corinth is a modern day Las Vegas.  It is full of immorality, idolatry, and debauchery.  Paul, once again, 
finds himself in a difficult environment.  He is physically, mentally, and emotionally drained. 

Text: Acts 18:1-17 

Discussion:
1. Icebreaker: When have you been stressed, worried, depressed, etc.?  What were your circumstances and how did you 

deal with the situation?
2. Read 1 Thessalonians 2.  This will give you the heart of Paul and how he felt toward the believers in the town that he 

was ran out.  During his year and a half stay in Corinth (Acts 18:11) he wrote 1 & 2 Thessalonians.  What does this 
reveal about Paul’s commitment to the Lord, the believers, and the lost?

3. The Lord brought encouragement to Paul through friendship. Who were the new friends of Paul?  What did they have 
in common?  How did they do life and ministry together?

4. Who are some new friends the Lord has blessed you to be around?  How have you helped one another live for Jesus?
5. The Lord brought some old friends to encourage Paul.  Who are some of your good friends that truly help you in your 

walk with Christ?  Why is godly friendship important in our faith walk?
6. Why does Paul shake the dust off his coat when the Jews refuse to accept his message?
7. Acts 18:8—What was the message they heard from Paul?  Why were they baptized?
8. Paul received ultimate encouragement from the Lord Jesus.  What were the promises that Jesus made to Paul?  How 

did this help Paul in his mission?
9. How do you think Paul felt when he heard Jesus say, “Do not be afraid . . . for I am with you.”  Have you ever been 

fearful, depressed, anxious, worried stressed, etc?  How does knowing the truth that Jesus is with you help you to 
overcome fear?  When have you been comforted by God?

10. Why did God protect Paul from harm?  
11. God had a mission for Paul.  There were people in the city of Corinth that the Lord would save and he used Paul to 

deliver the message.  We all have an assignment from the Lord.  How can you live out your purpose to honor God with 
your life?  What does it look like to live a gospel-centered life?  (Read Matthew 28:18-20)

Think About it:
Read Psalm 23.  The Lord is our God.  He loves us and protects his children.  There are many circumstances that can 
cause us to live in fear.  Life is filled with ups and downs.  We are never promised a life of ease, but we are promised that 
Jesus will never leave.  If you are going through a difficult time . . . stop, pray, read, and listen to the Holy Spirit and know 
that you are not alone.

Moving Forward: 
Live this week in the truth that Jesus is with you.  Understand that you have work to do for his kingdom.  You have a family 
to raise, a job to do, friends to encourage, and people to invite to Christ.  Allow the Lord to use your life to accomplish his 
purpose for your life.  
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Keep On—Jesus is With You!


