
Diving Deeper: A Gather Group discussion 
guide 

Introduction:  King Herod began attacking the leaders of the church.  He had James, the brother of John, executed.  He 
arrested Peter but the Lord delivered him through a mighty miracle.  The king, in his pride and arrogance, gave a speech to 
the masses and received the praises of men and did not give the glory to God.  The Lord brought swift judgment upon King 
Herod and protection upon God’s people.  

Text: Acts 12:20-25 

Discussion:
1. Icebreaker: When have you witnessed someone taking all the credit for something they have achieved and relished in 

the praises of man?  
2. What is the purpose of man according to Isaiah 43:7?
3. What does it mean to give glory to God?
4. Read Danial 5.  Who showed glory to God in this story and who did not?  What was the result for each of them?
5. How do we see people today dishonoring the Lord? (Romans 1:21-32)
6. How can you give honor, respect, due credit, and thanks to the Lord?  How does this look in your daily life?
7. Acts 12:24.  The same hand of God that brought judgment on the king is the same hand that brought protection for the 

Christians.  The early church had no way to defend themselves from persecution.  The Lord was their protector.  Read 
2 Kings 6:1-17.  How does this increase your faith in God?

8. Read Romans 8:18-39.  How does this show God’s protective hand for his children?
9. Christians believe in the physical return of Christ.  He will come again to bring judgment on the ungodly and protection 

to his people.  Read Revelation 20:11—Revelation 22.  Write/Discuss how this truth impacts your faith in the Lord?
10. How can people avoid the eternal judgment of God?  Why does this place the importance of the church centering 

everything it does around the gospel?
11. As a parent, it’s always nice to see your children doing what is noble and good.  It brings a smile to your face when you 

see your child behave in a way that blesses others.  The Lord is pleased through the obedience of his children.  How 
will you live this week to bring a smile on the face of God?

Think About it:
God shares his glory with no man.  He alone is worthy to be praised.  If it were not for God, we would have nothing.  The 
very breath in our lungs is dependent on his grace. We are to live our lives in such a way that brings honor to the Lord.  We 
do this through faithfully living out the commands of Jesus.  We bring glory to God through sharing our faith, through 
seeking him in prayer, reading his word, giving of tithes and offerings, serving with a willing heart, singing to him, and 
loving our brothers and sisters in Christ.  May our lives bring a smile to our God!

Moving Forward: 
Live this week with this thought:  How will I bring glory to God today?  You may need to do it hour by hour.  When you go to 
work—“How will I bring honor to God?”  When you go the grocery store, coach the little league team, etc.  Our aim in life 
should be to give God his full respect, credit, honor, and glory!
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