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God’s Word to You 
A Summary of the Bible

In the beginning, the all-powerful, personal God created the universe.  
This God created human beings in His image to live joyfully in His presence, 
in humble submission to His gracious authority. But all of us have rebelled 
against God and, in consequence, must suffer the punishment of our 
rebellion: physical death and the wrath of God.

Thankfully, God initiated a rescue plan, which began with His choosing the 
nation of Israel to display His glory in a fallen world. The Bible describes how 
God acted mightily on Israel’s behalf, rescuing His people from slavery and 
then giving them His holy law. But God’s people—like all of us—failed to 
rightly reflect the glory of God. 

Then, in the fullness of time, in the Person of Jesus Christ, God Himself 
came to renew the world and restore His people. Jesus perfectly obeyed the 
law given to Israel. Though innocent, He suffered the consequences of human 
rebellion by His death on a cross. But three days later, God raised Him from 
the dead. 

Now the church of Jesus Christ has been commissioned by God to take the 
news of Christ’s work to the world. Empowered by God’s Spirit, the church 
calls all people everywhere to repent of sin and to trust in Christ alone for 
our forgiveness. Repentance and faith restores our relationship with God and 
results in a life of ongoing transformation.

The Bible promises that Jesus Christ will return to this earth as the 
conquering King. Only those who live in repentant faith in Christ will 
escape God’s judgment and live joyfully in God’s presence for all eternity. 
God’s message is the same to all of us: repent and believe, before it is too late. 
Confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe with your heart that 
God raised Him from the dead, and you will be saved.
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The one true God over all creation is a sending God. He sent forth His word 
in the beginning and created everything; His word accomplished what He 
sent it out to do (Isa. 55:11). The Lord sent Abram to a foreign land to become 
the father of many nations and a blessing to all the peoples of the earth. God 
faithfully sent prophets to His wayward people with “the word of the Lord” 
to call them to repentance and a renewed faith in the Lord their God. The 
Father even sent His Son to this wayward people that through His death and 
resurrection on behalf of sinners, He would bring salvation to the world. And 
God’s Word does not return to Him without accomplishing what He sent 
Him to do (John 1:1,14). But God’s sending nature does not end there.

Upon Jesus’ ascension, the Father and the Son sent the Holy Spirit, the Third Person of the Trinity, 
to dwell in all believers in Christ and empower them for yet another sending—“The Church on 
Mission.” The beginning stages of this gospel mission for the church are the focus of this volume of 
The Gospel Project, and there is so much here to mold and shape us for our own part in this mission. 
Jesus told His disciples to go and make more disciples. The early church obeyed and experienced 
hardship and struggles along the way. We should expect no less, but we go with God’s Spirit and 
God’s Word that accomplishes what God sent it to do.

Trevin Wax
General Editor—The Gospel Project 
Author of multiple books, including This Is Our Time: Everyday Myths in Light of the Gospel

If you’ve been using The Gospel Project for any length of time, you know that 
every session comes with a “missional application.” This is our way of asking, 
“How does this passage we are studying equip us to live on mission for God’s 
kingdom?” Gospel-centeredness is tightly tied to mission because the gospel 
is the story of a God with a missionary heart, a God who loves this world He 
has created and desires all to come to repentance (2 Pet. 3:9). To be gospel-
centered isn’t just about getting the gospel right; it’s about getting the gospel 
out. We are to show and share the love of God.

This volume of The Gospel Project focuses heavily on the mission efforts of the 
early Christians. They were filled with and empowered by the Holy Spirit to go out into the world 
and make disciples. We see in these sessions a church on fire for God and His mission. We meet 
apostles who grow and learn how God’s embrace reaches across cultural dividing lines. We see how 
the apostles were broken over the lostness they saw in the world around them but also how they 
engaged and confronted with boldness the world’s idolatry by showing the power and beauty of 
Jesus. Our prayer is that this volume of The Gospel Project will increase your confidence and passion 
in sharing the gospel. We are sent by God to the world around us. Let’s not miss one single moment 
to live on mission and bring glory to God our Savior!

A Word from the Editors
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Tips from Trevin on how best to use this Leader Guide
Welcome to The Gospel Project! Think of yourself as a guide leading your group on a tour of God’s 
Word, journeying through the Bible’s grand story and encountering the riches of Christ’s redemption. We 
hope The Gospel Project will provide you with the tools and resources you need as you prayerfully seek 
to apply the truth of the gospel to the people God has placed in your group. Here are some things to 
remember as you use this Leader Guide:

Pray. Pray for your group. Don’t lead in your own strength. 

Adapt. You know the style of your group. If more discussion-oriented, then encourage group 
members to read the session ahead of time. Use the “Further Discussion” questions in the Session 
Plan to facilitate discussion that stays grounded in the session. If you take a more master-teacher 
approach, then spend time familiarizing yourself with the Expanded Session Content. Select 
questions that make the most strategic sense for moving the session along. 

Cut. If it seems to you that The Gospel Project provides too much material for one session, you’re right. 
We chose to deliver more than you need and to include the bulk of the content in the Personal Study 
Guide (PSG) so you don’t feel pressed to get all the content delivered in the session time itself. Refer 
your group members to the PSG. 

Add. The PSG has the bulk of the content from the Leader Guide, but not all of it. Throughout the 
Expanded Session Content, you will see portions of leader-only content marked off in the margin, as 
this portion is. These sections might be transitions between points, illustrations, answers to questions, 
content for interactive portions in the PSG, and even theological connections. The Session Plan will 
reference the more vital sections, but as you shape each session, consider how these leader-only 
sections can benefit your group.

Personalize. Take the truths in The Gospel Project and enhance them. Add personal stories. Ask 
penetrating questions that go to the heart of the people you know and love.

Resource yourself. (Encourage your group to take advantage of these resources too.)
Make use of the additional resources suggested at the end of each session. 
• Read a suggested chapter or section in a book. 
• Learn from the “Tip of the Week” to grow as a teacher and a group in spiritual maturity. 
Visit GospelProject.com/Blog for the following: 
• Read blog posts related to the overall study theme and specific sessions. 
• Listen to a brief video as I point out the highlights to focus on for the upcoming session.
Visit GospelProject.com/AdditionalResources to access these resources:
• Read online articles and blog posts related to the session content. 
• Listen to helpful podcasts from pastors and church leaders. 
• Download suggestions for interactive options to help address a variety of learning styles. 

Overflow. Remember…The Gospel Project is not just a curriculum. WE are the project. As we immerse 
ourselves in the great story of redemption, God’s Spirit uses the gospel to change us. Don’t prepare 
simply for the content you’re going to deliver. Let the truths of God’s Word soak in as you study. A great 
leader is not a dispenser of information but an overflowing river of gospel passion. Let God work on your 
heart first, and then pray that He will change the hearts of the people He has entrusted to your care.

How to Use The Gospel Project
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SESSION 1

The Spirit Comes

Summary and Goal 

Not only does God reconcile us to Himself in Christ’s death and promise us eternal life in His 
resurrection, He gives us the greatest gift we can imagine in the Holy Spirit, the gift of Himself. The 
Holy Spirit comes to indwell every believer in Christ, to empower the spread of the gospel throughout 
the world, and to build the community of faith. He has come to point sinners to Christ and to 
strengthen Christ-followers for Christlike living in the world and to the ends of the earth. 

Main Passages
Acts 2:1-4,22-47

Session Outline
1. The Holy Spirit comes to indwell every believer (Acts 2:1-4).
2. The Holy Spirit comes to empower the spread of the gospel (Acts 2:22-40).
3. The Holy Spirit comes to build the community of faith (Acts 2:41-47).

Theological Theme
The church’s mission to the nations is made possible by the Spirit.

Christ Connection
Just before His ascension, Jesus instructed His disciples to wait in Jerusalem for the Father’s promise—
the Holy Spirit, who would empower Christ’s disciples to be His witnesses on earth. God gives the 
Holy Spirit to those who trust in Jesus as Lord and Savior, and the Spirit changes us to be more 
like Jesus. 

Missional Application
God calls us to rely on the Holy Spirit as we share the gospel, call people to repentance and faith, and 
live in community.

© 2017 LifeWay Christian Resources. Permission granted to reproduce and distribute within the license agreement with purchaser.
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Introduction
Recount the writer’s story about an anonymous gift, or share your own 
gift story, to demonstrate that gifts are powerful things (leader p. 10; 
personal study guide [PSG] p. 10). 

When have you received a gift that was unexpected?

What are the pros and cons of an anonymous gift? Of a gift 
from a known giver?

Contrast the writer’s anonymous gift with the gift of the gospel; then summarize 
this session about the gift of the Holy Spirit (leader pp. 10-11; PSG p. 11). 

1.  The Holy Spirit comes to indwell every 
believer (Acts 2:1-4). 

Talk about how Jesus promised the disciples that He would send another 
Counselor after Him, and note how this Counselor relates to the mystery of 
the Trinity (leader p. 11; PSG pp. 11-12). 

How should the revelation of God as Trinity shape the way 
we pray? The way we worship? 

Read Acts 2:1-4, describing the coming of the Holy Spirit (note this movment of 
the Spirit in Jerusalem on Pack Item 10: The Promise of Acts). Explain that 
the Spirit’s coming fulfills earlier promises in Scripture and reveals the unique 
role that Christ’s followers will play in the world as God’s agents for good to 
carry out His mission (leader pp. 12-13; PSG pp. 12-13). (If you find it a helpful 
biblical storyline connection to make, reference Pentecost as an anti-Babel on 
Pack Item 2: Hearing the Old Testament in the New—the confusion of 
languages at Babel now overcome by the coming of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost.) 

What thoughts or expectations do you have regarding the 
filling of the Holy Spirit in a believer’s life?

How should the indwelling of the Spirit change the way 
believers live? 

Pack Item 1: The 
Church on Mission
Display this poster in a 
place that will help group 
members follow the 
storyline of Scripture, to 
remember where we’ve been 
and where we are going.

Point 1 Option
Read the “Essential Christian 
Doctrine” Deity of the Holy 
Spirit (leader p. 11; PSG p. 11). 
Then show the video “The 
Holy Spirit” that provides 
a biblical background and 
overview of Spirit’s work 
and presence throughout 
creation and redemption.

https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=oNNZO9i1Gjc

Then ask your group the 
following questions:

•  How did this video challenge 
your understanding about 
the Holy Spirit?

•  Why should we be careful 
not to overlook what the 
Old Testament has to say 
about the Holy Spirit?

Pack Item 5: 
Early Church 
Expansion Map
Reference Jerusalem on the 
map and note the disciples 
were obeying Jesus’ 
command in Acts 1:4-5.

The Spirit Comes
Session Plan

Session 1
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2.  The Holy Spirit comes to empower the 
spread of the gospel (Acts 2:22-40). 

Read Acts 2:22-40. Ask group members to answer the questions in the table in 
the PSG. After a few moments, ask group members to pair up and share their 
responses with each other, and then call for some responses from the whole group 
(leader p. 14; PSG p. 14). Speak to the Spirit’s effect on Peter and his gospel 
sermon. Note also that the Spirit’s presence should lead us to be bold in 
sharing the gospel with others (leader pp. 13-15; PSG pp. 13-15). 

What are some struggles that keep Christians from sharing 
the gospel with others?

How does the filling of the Holy Spirit overcome these 
struggles and empower our evangelism?

3.  The Holy Spirit comes to build the 
community of faith (Acts 2:41-47). 

Ask a volunteer to read Acts 2:41-47. Point out the signs of God’s grace and 
work recorded in the passage, both the obvious and the subtle (leader p. 16; 
PSG p. 16). Referencing this point on Pack Item 3: Spirit-Led Giving, 
highlight the dramatic effect the Spirit had on this early Christian 
community’s sense of boundaries and possessions (leader p. 16). 

Say that when the Holy Spirit takes up residence in our hearts, we begin to 
overflow with love for God and love for our neighbors. Add that we should 
seek the Spirit’s transformation not merely by imitating these behaviors but 
by seeking God’s presence, by asking Him to fill us with His Spirit and renew 
our love for Him, His Word, and His gospel (leader p. 17; PSG pp. 16-17). 

How have you experienced the deep community of faith in the 
name of Jesus and through the indwelling of the Holy Spirit?

What are some ways we can contribute to this Spirit-filled 
community of faith?

Conclusion 
Close with this thought: Receiving the gift of the Holy Spirit is a once-and-
for-all occasion when we put our faith in Jesus, but being filled with the 
Spirit is the lifelong responsibility of the believer to turn to God and abide in 
Him. The overflow of the Spirit in us will lead naturally to evangelism 
(leader p. 17; PSG p. 17). Apply the truths of this session with “His Mission, 
Your Mission” (PSG p. 18). 

 For Further 
Discussion
How does the indwelling 
presence of the Holy 
Spirit in a believer’s 
life cause discomfort? 
Provide comfort?

Point 3 Option
Prior to the group meeting, 
enlist a volunteer to 
read the online article  
“How Pentecost Sunday 
Changed Everything.”

http://archives.
relevantmagazine.com/god/
how-pentecost-sunday-
changed-everything

Ask the volunteer to 
summarize the article for 
the group. Then ask the 
following questions:

•  Have you ever thought of 
the Spirit’s coming as a 
source of Christian unity? 
Why or why not?

•  Why should Pentecost 
be seen as important 
as Jesus’ incarnation 
and resurrection 
for Christians?

Christ Connection: Just 
before His ascension, Jesus 
instructed His disciples to 
wait in Jerusalem for the 
Father’s promise—the Holy 
Spirit, who would empower 
Christ’s disciples to be His 
witnesses on earth. God 
gives the Holy Spirit to 
those who trust in Jesus 
as Lord and Savior, and 
the Spirit changes us to 
be more like Jesus. 

....................................................

Missional Application: 
God calls us to rely on the 
Holy Spirit as we share 
the gospel, call people to 
repentance and faith, and 
live in community.
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Introduction
On a gorgeous spring day about a decade ago, I found a gift on my 

front porch. I had been out walking my old dog when I found it—a simple 
brown paper gift bag containing a loaf of really great bread, butter, jam, 
some pricey cheeses, and a book, also wrapped in brown paper. It was 
genuinely one of the most thoughtful gifts I’ve ever received, and it clearly 
came from someone who knew me well. They knew I liked weird modern 
fiction, crusty bread, and good butter, they knew where I lived, and they 
knew it was my birthday. 

Gifts are powerful things. A gift, given genuinely and lovingly, is a 
way of making and affirming a bond. They are like punctuation marks 
on relationships. When a gift is given without the need for anything in 
return, without any sense of forced obligation, it’s powerful. 

The trouble with my gift, though, was that it was anonymous. 
Whoever gave it to me did not leave a card, a signature, nor any clear signs 
as to whom it came from. My wife and I puzzled over it that evening as 
we tore the bread into pieces and smeared it with butter and strawberry 
preserves. “Who sent it?” we asked a thousand times. Neither of us had a 
clue, nor do we know to this day. 

When have you received a gift that was unexpected?

What are the pros and cons of an anonymous gift? Of a gift 
from a known giver?

Unlike my anonymous gift, we don’t have to ask who sent the gift 
of the gospel. The gospel not only comes from God, it’s spread by God’s 
own handiwork. While the Book of Acts communicates the spread of 
the gospel from “Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the 
end of the earth” (Acts 1:8) through the apostles and the churches they 
planted, the primary Actor in the Book of Acts—spreading the gospel, 
building up the church, and healing the sick—is God Himself, specifically 
in the person of the Holy Spirit, giving gifts of life and redemption and 
advancing God’s kingdom. 

 Voices from 
Church History
“If the love of God poured 
forth in our hearts by the 
Holy Spirit, who is given to 
us, is able to make of many 
souls but one soul and of 
many hearts but one heart, 
how much more are the 
Father and the Son and 
Holy Spirit but one God, 
one Light, one Principle?” 1 

–Augustine (354-430) 

The Spirit Comes
Expanded Session Content

Session 1 
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Session Summary
Not only does God reconcile us to Himself in Christ’s death and 

promise us eternal life in His resurrection, He gives us the greatest gift we 
can imagine in the Holy Spirit—the gift of Himself. The Holy Spirit comes 
to indwell every believer in Christ, to empower the spread of the gospel 
throughout the world, and to build the community of faith. He has come 
to point sinners to Christ and to strengthen Christ-followers for Christlike 
living in the world and to the ends of the earth. 

1.  The Holy Spirit comes to indwell every believer 
(Acts 2:1-4).
During Jesus’ final days on earth, both before His crucifixion and 

up to His ascension, He began promising the disciples that another 
Counselor would come to carry on His work. He said, “If you love me, 
you will keep my commandments. And I will ask the Father, and he will 
give you another Helper, to be with you forever, even the Spirit of truth, 
whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows 
him. You know him, for he dwells with you and will be in you” 
(John 14:15-17). 

This is a wonderfully trinitarian statement—the Son asks the 
Father to send the Counselor. But before we get the wrong idea and 
somehow think that these three Persons are somehow independent of one 
another, Jesus adds, “I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you” 
(John 14:18). Just as the Son and the Father are one, the Son and the 
Spirit are one. So though Jesus goes away to the Father, the Counselor 
comes and Jesus is still present. 

Such is the mystery of the Trinity as revealed in Scripture. God the 
Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit are distinct yet one at 
the same time, and we always need to hold these two revealed truths 
together—God is one; God is Trinity. Our diagrams ultimately fall short, 
as do our illustrations involving water, eggs, plants, or a person. We can’t 
make sense of this. It’s not a riddle to solve but a wonder to behold in faith. 

So when Jesus promised the Holy Spirit, He was also promising 
Himself. This makes sense of the fact that Scripture tell us Jesus is seated 
at the right hand of the Father (Eph. 1:20; Heb. 8:1; 12:2) and He is with 
us always, “to the end of the age” (Matt. 28:20). When the Holy Spirit is 
sent to us, God is present, and that, of course, means that Jesus Himself is 
present with us. 

How should the revelation of God as Trinity shape the way 
we pray? The way we worship? 

99  Essential 
Christian Doctrines
63. Deity of the Holy Spirit

The Holy Spirit is the 
Third Person of the Trinity, 
possessing the fullness 
of deity like the Father 
and Son. His deity can 
be seen in the fact that 
He is eternal (Heb. 9:14), 
omnipresent (Ps. 139:7-8), 
the creator and giver of 
life (Gen. 1:2; Ps. 104:30; 
John 3:5-7), and directly 
identified with the 
triune God (Matt. 28:19; 
2 Cor. 13:14).
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Here’s how the Book of Acts describes the coming of the Holy Spirit 
in Acts 2:1-4: 

1 When the day of Pentecost 
arrived, they were all together 
in one place. 2 And suddenly 
there came from heaven a 
sound like a mighty rushing 
wind, and it filled the entire 
house where they were sitting. 
3 And divided tongues as of fire 
appeared to them and rested on 
each one of them. 4 And they 
were all filled with the Holy 
Spirit and began to speak in 
other tongues as the Spirit gave 
them utterance.

If you’ve not heard this Bible story before, then no doubt you will be 
mesmerized by its details, and that’s a good thing. If you have heard this 
story all your life, then you need to try to reimagine it, blow the dust off, 
and hear it afresh. Remember what had happened in the previous few weeks 
to the disciples. Not long before, Jesus had arrived in Jerusalem like a king 
arriving for His coronation. The whole city greeted Him, hailing the new 
King of the Jews. A few days later, however, He died, hung on a cross with a 
sign bearing the same title. But three days after that, He rose from the dead. 

In the stories from the Gospels, the disciples seemed bewildered by all 
that had taken place. Something far less than they’d expected had taken 
place. Rome remained in control of Jerusalem. There would be no new 
Israel, no freedom from the tyranny of their oppressors. And yet, so much 
more had happened. Jesus had risen from the dead. They’d shared meals 
and conversations with Him. They’d touched His scars. They’d seen Him 
appear behind locked doors in a glorified body that was at once 
recognizable and unrecognizable, familiar and new. And they’d seen Him 
taken up into the heavens with the promise that He would come again in 
the same way. But first, the Spirit would come as He had promised. 

How bewildering it all must have been as they obeyed Jesus’ final 
words. For the next ten days, the disciples gathered together in an upstairs 
room in Jerusalem and prayed and waited for the Father’s promise to be 
fulfilled (Acts 1:4-5,12-14). And then, without warning, the Spirit rushed 
into the world, rushed into the room, and rushed into their hearts as He 
manifested Himself in what appeared like flickering flames of fire resting 
on each one of those present in the room. 

 Further 
Commentary
“The coming of the Holy 
Spirit at Pentecost was 
of utmost significance 
both theologically and 
practically for the early 
church…[W]hat Luke 
seems to be stressing in 
reporting that the tongues 
of fire separated and came 
to rest on each believer 
individually, is (1) that the 
relationship of the Spirit to 
the members of the body 
of Christ became much 
more intimate and personal 
at Pentecost, in fulfillment 
of Jesus’ promise (later 
recorded in John 14:17) that 
the Spirit who ‘lives with 
you’…‘will be in you’…, and 
(2) that at Pentecost a new 
model of divine redemption 
was established as 
characteristic for life in the 
new covenant—one that, 
while incorporating both 
individual and corporate 
redemption, begins with 
the former in order to 
include the latter.” 2 

–Richard N. Longenecker

 Voices from 
Church History
“[H]as the whole church 
ever, since the days 
before Pentecost,  put 
aside every other work 
and waited for Him for 
ten days, that that power 
might be manifested? 
Has there not been a 
source of failure here? 
We have given too much 
attention to methods, 
and to machinery, and 
to resources, and too 
little to the Source of 
Power; the filling with the 
Holy Ghost.” 3 

–J. Hudson Taylor  
(1832-1905)
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Theologian Simon Chan points out how crucial this moment was. Too 
often, he says, we act as if the gospel story terminates with Jesus’ resurrection 
and ascension. If that’s the case, then the church exists only to retell the 
story. Instead, Chan says, we need to see that the coming of the Holy Spirit 
at Pentecost continues the gospel story but also completes the revelation of 
God as Trinity. 4  

In the coming of the Spirit, Jesus’ promise to be with us always makes 
sense, as does the prophet Joel’s promise that one day God would pour 
out His Spirit on “all flesh” (Joel 2:28). Likewise, the coming of the Spirit 
reveals the unique role that Christ’s followers will play in the world—not 
merely as a faithful group that exists to remember what Jesus did but as 
God’s agents for good in the world and as the very vessels God will use 
to carry out His mission. God’s kingdom will continue to advance as 
God continues His work through His church in His world through His 
Holy Spirit. 

What thoughts or expectations do you have regarding the 
filling of the Holy Spirit in a believer’s life?

How should the indwelling of the Spirit change the way 
believers live? 

2.  The Holy Spirit comes to empower the spread 
of the gospel (Acts 2:22-40).
It didn’t take long after the arrival of the Holy Spirit for Him to reveal 

His great passion and purpose. The sound of the rushing wind caught the 
attention of a great crowd of Jews in Jerusalem who were there for the 
festival of Pentecost. These Jews from every nation gathered together to 
investigate and began to hear the good news of Jesus—each in their own 
language, as the Spirit was enabling the disciples to speak in different 
languages. Responding to the people’s confusion, the apostle Peter, filled 
with the Spirit, stood before the massive crowd and preached this sermon 
found in Acts 2:22-40: 

22 “Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested 
to you by God with mighty works and wonders and signs that God 
did through him in your midst, as you yourselves know— 23 this Jesus, 
delivered up according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God, you 
crucified and killed by the hands of lawless men. 24 God raised him up, 
loosing the pangs of death, because it was not possible for him to be held by 
it. 25 For David says concerning him,

“ ‘I saw the Lord always before me,
for he is at my right hand that I may not be shaken;

 Voices from 
Church History
“We truly hear the noise 
as if it were the violent 
blowing of a coming 
assault. Through this the 
Holy Spirit indicated that 
his teaching will expand 
throughout the entire world 
by this extraordinary event 
and by this remarkable 
blessing…Thus, we see a 
wind with extraordinary 
speed and which no one 
is able to oppose, blowing 
through the whole world.” 5 

–Heinrich Bullinger  
(1504-1575) 

 Further 
Commentary
“[Peter’s sermon] shows 
God’s vindication of Jesus 
as Lord and Christ, making 
evident his position by 
this resurrection. Here is a 
fundamental christological 
claim of the church: God 
raised Jesus to the right 
hand, where he now is 
the mediator of God’s 
promised blessing of 
salvation and the Spirit. 
A key significance of the 
resurrection-ascension 
concerns God’s validation 
of Jesus and the furthering 
of God’s saving work as 
evidenced by Jesus’s 
mediating of God’s Spirit. 
All of this is rooted in a work 
that entailed Jesus’s death 
but that death could not 
contain him. The ascension 
reveals who Jesus truly is.” 6 

–Darrell L. Bock 
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26 therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced;
my flesh also will dwell in hope.
27 For you will not abandon my soul to Hades,
or let your Holy One see corruption.
28 You have made known to me the paths of life;
you will make me full of gladness with your presence.’
29 “Brothers, I may say to you with confidence about the patriarch 

David that he both died and was buried, and his tomb is with us to this 
day. 30 Being therefore a prophet, and knowing that God had sworn with 
an oath to him that he would set one of his descendants on his throne, 
31 he foresaw and spoke about the resurrection of the Christ, that he was 
not abandoned to Hades, nor did his flesh see corruption. 32 This Jesus 
God raised up, and of that we all are witnesses. 33 Being therefore exalted 
at the right hand of God, and having received from the Father the 
promise of the Holy Spirit, he has poured out this that you yourselves are 
seeing and hearing. 34 For David did not ascend into the heavens, but he 
himself says,

“ ‘The Lord said to my Lord,
“Sit at my right hand,
35 until I make your enemies your footstool.” ’
36 Let all the house of Israel therefore know for certain that God has 

made him both Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom you crucified.”
37 Now when they heard this they were cut to the heart, and said to 

Peter and the rest of the apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?” 38 And 
Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name 
of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift 
of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the promise is for you and for your children and 
for all who are far off, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to himself.” 
40 And with many other words he bore witness and continued to exhort 
them, saying, “Save yourselves from this crooked generation.”

How was the gospel of Jesus 
communicated in this sermon?

What implications should this 
sermon have on how we share 
the gospel?

 Further 
Commentary
“[T]he Day of Pentecost 
was to be a sacred 
assembly on which no 
one was to do any work. 
According to Leviticus 23:14, 
the people were not to 
eat bread or grain until 
after they brought the 
offerings to the Lord at 
the tabernacle, at which 
time the feast concluded 
with a shared meal. The 
joyous celebration of God’s 
provision was not limited 
only to those who could 
physically be present at the 
feast. Deuteronomy 16:11-
12 provides an expansive 
list of those who were to 
rejoice at this occasion: 
‘you, your son and daughter, 
your male and female slave, 
the Levite within your gates, 
as well as the foreigner, 
the fatherless, and the 
widow among you.’ Directly 
following this statement is 
a reminder from the Lord 
that the Jews had been 
slaves in Egypt; the Jews 
thus incorporated their 
redemption as another 
reason for celebration. 
Finally, Leviticus 23:22 
documents that the people 
were not to harvest the 
fringes of their fields; they 
were to leave this portion 
for the poor and the alien. 
Pentecost, therefore, 
was not simply a time for 
remembering God’s harvest 
blessings, it was also a 
concrete illustration of 
God’s ongoing provision for 
those who had nothing.” 7 

–Justin Langford,  
Biblical Illustrator
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Peter couldn’t contain himself. He nearly exploded with this sermon, 
urgently pointing to Jesus as the Messiah, the One who came to liberate Israel 
from the oppressive burdens of sin and death. “Jesus is Lord and Messiah,” 
Peter told them, “and He rose from the dead and now sits at the right hand of 
the Father.” But this wasn’t simply Peter talking here, it was Peter filled with 
the Spirit. At the Spirit’s urging, the words flowed from Peter’s lips. He wove 
together the story of Jesus with passages from their Scriptures, which we call 
the Old Testament, and laid out the gospel for all to see. 

There’s a window here into the life and nature of the Trinity. It’s not 
merely Peter’s love for the gospel that’s on display but the Spirit’s love for 
the gospel and the Spirit’s love for the Son. Each Person of the Trinity is 
enamored with the others. At Jesus’ baptism, the Father said, “This is my 
beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased” (Matt. 3:17).

Jesus, as we’ve already noted, talked glowingly about the coming of the 
Spirit and the good that would come with Him. And here, a Spirit-filled 
Peter preaches rapturously about what Jesus has accomplished and how the 
Father has honored Him, seating the resurrected Christ at His right hand. 
When John the apostle tells us that God is love, we don’t have to look any 
further than the relationships within the Trinity to see that love displayed. 

Love compels us to speak out. Most of us have had some experience of 
love that led us to speak out, to overflow with joy and burst out with the 
words “I love you!” At the very least, we’ve said something excessively joyful 
about a great burger or a great slice of pizza. The point is that joy, love, and 
pleasure lead us to words—they lead us to bear witness to the people around 
us about what we’ve experienced.

What we learn by looking at the Book of Acts is that the Spirit 
compels us to speak out as well. The mission of the church—to go out into 
the world and share the good news of God’s reconciling work in Jesus—is 
a reflection of the heart of the Holy Spirit, who is more eager than anyone 
to celebrate the work of the Father and the Son. 

Knowing this should dramatically shift the way we think about 
sharing the gospel. If you’re like me, you might find yourself struggling 
at times to speak up, to know when to share your faith, or to initiate 
conversations about Jesus. Often techniques are suggested for making 
those conversations easier; in fact, many churches offer whole classes on 
the subject, and that’s not a bad thing at all. But at its most basic level, 
perhaps the easiest way to be more bold in sharing the gospel is by seeking 
to be filled with the Spirit (see Eph. 5:18-19; cf. Acts 13:50-52). 

What are some struggles that keep Christians from sharing 
the gospel with others?

How does the filling of the Holy Spirit overcome these 
struggles and empower our evangelism?

 Voices from 
Church History
“They preached faith in 
him to those who did not 
believe on the Son of God 
and exhorted them out 
of the prophets, that the 
Christ whom God promised 
to send, he sent in Jesus, 
whom they crucified and 
God raised up.” 8 

–Irenaeus (circa 125-202) 

 Voices from 
the Church
“The Bible says that 
all humans are sinful 
(Romans 3:23). When 
people are ‘saved,’ it 
means they are no longer 
slaves of sin. God has set 
them free. They have the 
power to say ‘no’ to sin and 
‘yes’ to God.” 9 

–Africa Study Bible
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3.  The Holy Spirit comes to build the community 
of faith (Acts 2:41-47).
When the Spirit comes, He brings life and growth, and this growth 

resembles that of a tree with its branches and roots. On one hand, the 
kingdom spreads into the world in visible, extensive ways characteristic of 
the church’s mission. The momentum of this growth is overflowing and 
outward. But the kingdom also grows in often unseen ways with an 
inward momentum resulting in depth, stability, and holy relationships. 
This inward growth was also visible in Acts 2: 

41 So those who received his word were baptized, and there were added 
that day about three thousand souls.

42 And they devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and the 
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers. 43 And awe came 
upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were being done through 
the apostles. 44 And all who believed were together and had all things in 
common. 45 And they were selling their possessions and belongings and 
distributing the proceeds to all, as any had need. 46 And day by day, 
attending the temple together and breaking bread in their homes, they 
received their food with glad and generous hearts, 47 praising God and 
having favor with all the people. And the Lord added to their number 
day by day those who were being saved.

In this passage, there are many signs of God’s grace and God’s work. 
There are signs and wonders, referring to miracles such as healing the sick 
and casting out demons that characterized both Jesus’ ministry and the 
ministry of the apostles, but there are more subtle miracles as well. These 
believers shared their possessions, they sold what they had in excess in 
order to give away the proceeds to those in need among them, and they 
met regularly and shared meals. 

This kind of abundant, intense, and dedicated community life should 
be seen for the miracle it is. This sort of thing doesn’t just happen. Most of 
the time, when you force people to live in tight, communal circumstances, 
the opposite occurs. Proximity leads to conflicts, and conflicts lead to 
strengthened borders. “Good fences make good neighbors,” as they say, and 
that’s because there’s less potential for conflict when what’s mine is mine and 
what’s yours is yours. 

In Acts 2, however, this newly formed community presses into one 
another’s lives, and the boundaries around possessions and wealth disappear. 
Moved by the Spirit, each believer’s interests shifted from self to the good 
of the community of faith, and they began sharing all they had. They were 
sharing meals, sharing space, and sharing life. 

 Further 
Commentary
“In v. 42 the believers are 
said to have ‘devoted 
themselves’ to four 
practices in their new life 
together. First was the 
teaching of the apostles. 
Just as the apostles had 
been instructed by Jesus, 
so they passed along that 
instruction to the new 
Christians…This would have 
included such subjects as 
his resurrection, the Old 
Testament Scriptures, 
the Christian witness, 
and surely their own 
reminiscences of Jesus’ 
earthly ministry and 
teachings. The second 
activity to which they 
devoted themselves was 
‘the fellowship.’…Its basic 
meaning is ‘association, 
communion, fellowship, 
close relationship.’…The key 
may be to see the terms 
‘breaking of bread’ and 
‘prayer’ in apposition to 
‘fellowship.’ The meaning 
would then be that they 
devoted themselves to 
a fellowship that was 
expressed in their mutual 
meals and in their prayer 
life together. If this is 
so, then the meaning of 
the third element, ‘the 
breaking of bread,’ would 
be further clarified. Joined 
with fellowship, it would 
likely carry the cultic sense 
of sharing a meal with 
the Lord, participating in 
the Lord’s Supper. The 
fourth and final element 
of their life together, 
another expression of 
their fellowship, was ‘the 
prayers’…The reference, 
however, is probably much 
broader and involves 
primarily their sharing in 
prayer together in their 
private house worship.” 10 

–John B. Polhill
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When the Holy Spirit takes up residence in our hearts, we begin to 
overflow with love for God and love for our neighbors, especially those 
who share our faith. These twin loves for God and others fuel the whole of 
the Christian life. It is love of God that leads us to bear witness to the 
gospel around the world, and it is love of our brothers and sisters that leads 
us to develop rich, deeply committed relationships with God’s people. 

Too often we emphasize one love over the other. When we focus only on 
the community of faith, we can lose touch with the wonder of God—
sharing the gospel keeps that wonder fresh and alive in our hearts. Likewise, 
when we focus only on bearing witness to Jesus without developing any real 
relationships with other Christians, we find ourselves without accountability 
and often lacking the humility and gentleness that come as a result of being 
deeply known and deeply loved by the people around us. 

In any case, what’s displayed in Acts 2 comes as a result of the gift of 
God’s Spirit. It cannot be controlled or manipulated or manufactured. It 
only comes when open hearts, stirred to faith by the gospel, receive this 
gift from the Father and the Son and are filled by Him. And so we seek 
this Spirit-transformed life not merely by imitating these behaviors but by 
seeking God’s presence, by asking Him to fill us with His Spirit and renew 
our love for Him, His Word, and His gospel. 

How have you experienced the deep community of faith in the 
name of Jesus and through the indwelling of the Holy Spirit?

What are some ways we can contribute to this Spirit-filled 
community of faith?

Conclusion 
While receiving the gift of the Holy Spirit is a once-and-for-all occasion 

when we put our faith in Jesus, being filled with the Spirit is the lifelong 
responsibility of the believer, turning to God in faith and joy and learning to 
live with a deeper and more abiding trust in Him. As we are filled, then, we 
should overflow—to our friends, our neighbors, our families, and more—
with the love and joy that come from abiding in the gospel of our Savior. 
This is our greatest way of bearing witness: not the begrudging “I-should-do-
this-though-I-feel-awkward” kind of evangelism but the natural reaction of 
a joy-filled heart to redemption. This comes only as a gift, only as we’re filled 
with the Spirit, and only as we turn our own attention to this good news. 

CHRIST CONNECTION: Just before His ascension, Jesus 
instructed His disciples to wait in Jerusalem for the Father’s 
promise—the Holy Spirit, who would empower Christ’s disciples 
to be His witnesses on earth. God gives the Holy Spirit to those 
who trust in Jesus as Lord and Savior, and the Spirit changes us 
to be more like Jesus. 

 Voices from 
the Church
“After Peter preached 
the pentecostal sermon 
and approximately three 
thousand people were 
added to the church, 
the church continued 
steadfastly in the apostles’ 
doctrine (Acts 2:42). Let 
the rocks cry out as an 
indictment upon us if we 
fail to pick up the mantle 
of doctrine!” 11 

–Robert Smith Jr. 

 Voices from 
Church History
“If the love of God 
pervades our hearts, 
without a doubt it will soon 
engender affection for our 
neighbor as well.” 12 

–Bede (circa 673-735) 

 Voices from 
the Church
“[W]ill God ever ask you to 
do something you’re not 
able to do? The answer is 
yes—all the time! It must 
be that way for God’s 
glory and kingdom. If we 
function according to 
our ability alone, we get 
the glory; if we function 
according to the power of 
the Spirit within us, God 
gets the glory. He wants 
to reveal Himself to a 
watching world.” 13 

–Henry Blackaby  
and Melvin Blackaby 
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Get expert insights on weekly studies through Ministry 
Grid at MinistryGrid.com/web/TheGospelProject. 
Grow with other group leaders at the Group Ministry 
blog at LifeWay.com/GroupMinistry.

Study Material

 - “The New Creation in Us Initiated”—Chapter 23 from According to Plan 
by Graeme Goldsworthy

 - “The Church, the Neighborhood, and the Nations”—Article by Ed Stetzer; 
find a link to this article at GospelProject.com/AdditionalResources

 - Previous Biblical Illustrator articles, including “Pentecost Celebration in the 
First Century,” can be purchased, along with other articles for this quarter, 
at LifeWay.com/BiblicalIllustrator. Look for Bundles: The Gospel Project.
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The Spirit Comes

Tip of the Week
Levels of Group Community 

Different groups experience different levels of community. At what level is 
your group, and how might you help to move your group to a deeper level 
of community?
•  Conversational Community. At this level, group members talk with 

one another and with the group leader during the group meeting. A 
conversational community becomes more evident when the group desires 
two things: (1) to help each other understand what God is saying to 
them, and (2) to help each other obey whatever that is. 

•  Caring Community. At this level, the group has established systems 
to make sure every group member is cared for. The most common 
expression of this is the care group leader who routinely checks in on 
every member of his or her care group and asks for prayer requests.

•  Commissioned Community. This level of community involves the 
group serving beyond itself and touching the larger community where it 
is located. This level might include a missions leader or mobilizer. 14 

Sermon Podcast

D. A. Carson: “Pentecost (Acts 2)”  

Find a link to this at GospelProject.com/AdditionalResources

Additional Resources
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GOAL
Over the course of three years, participants will journey from Genesis to Revelation and discover how 
God’s plan of redemption unfolds throughout Scripture and still today, compelling them to join the 
mission of God.

PLAN OVERVIEW
Fall 2015 The Story Begins God the Creator (Genesis 1–11)

  God the Covenant-Maker (Genesis 12–50)

Winter 2015-16 God Delivers God the Redeemer (Exodus)

  God the Lawgiver (Exodus, Leviticus, Deuteronomy)

Spring 2016 The Promised Land God the Savior (Numbers, Joshua)

  God the Judge (Judges, Ruth, 1 Samuel)

Summer 2016 A Kingdom Established God the King (1–2 Samuel)

  God All Wise (1 Kings, Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes)

Fall 2016 Prophets and Kings God the Revealer (1–2 Kings, Isaiah)

  God the Pursuer (Prophets, 2 Chronicles)

Winter 2016-17 Exile and Return God the Sustainer (Daniel, Ezra)

  God the Provider (Esther, Nehemiah, Malachi)

Spring 2017 The Rescue Begins God the Son (Gospels)

  God Among Us (Gospels)

Summer 2017 Stories and Signs Jesus the Storyteller (Synoptic Gospels)

  Jesus the Miracle-Worker (Gospels)

Fall 2017 Jesus Saves Jesus the Savior (Gospels)

  Jesus the Risen King (Gospels, Acts)

Winter 2017-18 The Church on Mission The Spirit Who Empowers (Acts)

  The God Who Sends (Acts)

 Coming Next Quarter

Spring 2018 Letters to God’s People The God Who Directs His People (Epistles)

  The God Who Changes Us (Epistles)

Summer 2018 Come, Lord Jesus God’s Prisoner (Acts, Epistles)

  The God Who Makes All Things New (Epistles, Revelation)

Scope and Sequence



Research indicates that visual aids help people 
remember information. (They also make a speaker 
seem more prepared, credible, and interesting.)  
The Gospel Project® Leader Pack includes the tools  
you need to maximize your Bible studies, such as: 
    •  Charts, maps, and other visual aids to help  

bring your study to life
    •  A  DVD containing:
 -  Customizable Leader Guide  

commentary and session plans
 -  Leader tips videos for each session  

featuring Managing Editor Trevin Wax
 - Memory verse handouts
 -  PDFs of the visual aids (so you can  

show them on a tablet or PowerPoint®)
 - And more

Available in print and digital formats. 
Order today at lifeway.com/tgppack 
or by calling 800.458.2772.
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God Is…
by Ken Hemphill

Stand Up: How to Fight Injustice
by Daniel Darling

BibleStudiesForLife.com

Scripture:  
1 and 2 Corinthians

General Editor: Clint Pressley

LifeWay.com/ExploreTheBible

Create your own Bible studies 
in minutes. Choose from 1,200+ 
text-based and video-enhanced 
studies on more than 400 topics 
from all 66 books of the Bible. 
Visit the website for a free trial.

SmallGroup.com

 Web: GospelProject.com     Twitter: @Gospel_Project      Facebook: TheGospelProject

Want to use The Gospel Project with other age groups? 
Preview The Gospel Project for Kids and Students at GospelProject.com.

And now you can choose the Bible translation that appears in your study.
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LETTERS TO GOD’S PEOPLE
Unit 1  The God Who Directs 

His People (Epistles)
WRITERS: Alvin Reid and Katie Orr

Unit 2  The God Who  
Changes Us (Epistles)

WRITER: Jared C. Wilson
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