
Diving Deeper: A Gather Group Discussion Guide 
or Personal Study Guide 

Introduction:  Luke begins his letter with the account of the birth of John the Baptist. This is a unique moment in history. 
There has been no prophet speak since the day of Malachi and it is now that the greatest prophet will be born. He is to be 
the one to fulfill the prophecy of Elijah and prepare the way for the coming of the Lord.

Text: Luke 1:5-17, Malachi 4  

Discussion:
1. Icebreaker: Have you ever been ill-prepared for a test, trip, etc? Have you ever been prepared for a test, trip etc? How 

did you feel in each situation and what impact did preparation make in the situation?
2. What was special about John the Baptist?
3. What was the mission of John according to Luke’s account?
4. What does Jesus say about John the Baptist: Matthew 11:7-15, Matthew 17:10-13?
5. Discuss/Write about the purpose of Elijah in Malachi 4. How does John the Baptist fulfill this prophecy?
6. The Day of the Lord brings judgement on the faithless and joy to the faithful. How do you see this revealed in Malachi 

4?
7. How can a person avoid the judgment of God?
8. What message did John the Baptist preach and how is it similar to the message the church preaches today?
9. The Bible teaches the physical return of the Lord. He will come again and bring judgment to the world and salvation to 

the redeemed. Are you prepared to meet the Lord? Is your family and friends prepared to meet the Lord?
10. What does it mean to you to know that the prophecy of John the Baptist was made 400 years before he was born? 

How does fulfilled prophecy impact your opinion on future prophecy?
11. What does the Bible say about the second coming of Christ?
12. Discuss/Write your thoughts on the return of Christ and how that impacts your life.
13. John the Baptist had the privilege of preparing people to turn to Christ. There is no greater joy then sharing the good 

news of the gospel. How will you prepare people to meet Christ?

Think About it:
God acts in history. He does not act in historical changing ways every day, but there are moments that the Lord does 
something big in salvation history. The birth of John the Baptist was ordained by the Father. It was foretold long ago and 
came true. The birth of Jesus was a unique history altering event. It too was foretold long ago. There will be another day in 
history that will change the world forevermore—the return of Christ. As the first coming of Jesus happened so will the 
second coming.

Moving Forward: 
Thank the Lord for reveling how you can know him. The Bible gives us the answers to the final exam of life—trust in Jesus. 
Walk with the awareness that the Lord is returning. How will that change your conversations and actions? Pray and take 
advantage of opportunities to share the good news of Jesus and help prepare people to meet the Lord.
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